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The Presidents Page

Twenty working groups and four commissions are presently active under the
IOBC/WPRS, and together they are producing each year ten to twelve Bulletins with a
total of 2000 — 2500 pages. This is a considerable effort and a substantial contribution to
the progress of biological control and to the applied biological sciences at large.
Although publications of the Bulletins are not peer reviewed, they are in general of good
quality and serve the purpose of fast and widespread distribution of new findings among
the biocontrol and IPM community. Editing articles submitted to the Convenors is made
by the convenors themselves, by sub-convenors and by associate working group
members willing to contribute to a higher quality of the Bulletins. Improving articles by
critically reviewing contents and also correcting the English is sometimes an additional
major task for editors, and it is an invaluable help to those colleagues who are not of
native English tongue. This ‘service for free’ is a tremendous effort and time investment
offered to colleagues within the WPRS. Each Bulletin is the final result of joint efforts of
Working Group/Commission members, editors and the Publication Commission, and it
proves the strong will to spread novel information and knowledge generated and
aggregated within the IOBC/WPRS. All those who contribute to the continuous release
of WPRS Bulletins and to their recognition by our stakeholders deserve a great ‘thank
you’. The Bulletins are the most visible and regularly released products of WPRS and
hence, they have become a ‘WPRS brand’ which needs to be fostered. Improving the
Bulletins to satisfy changing demands of our stakeholders and to better visualise them is
a constant endeavour for the Council. It is a great challenge to find the balance between
a good product at reasonable costs and increasing quality demands of the reader. It was
a clear step forward when the table of contents of each Bulletin became accessible on
the WPRS website some years ago. This is not the end yet, and the Council is presently
evaluating possibilities of including all abstracts or even the whole Bulletin on the web
with limited access.

‘Profile’ is the newsletter of WPRS and is published twice a year. The purpose of
‘Profile’ is to inform our stakeholders about on-going activities of WPRS Working
Groups, Commissions and the Council, and to share information on other events of
interest for the members. However, Profile’ can be an attractive tool only if everyone
(Convenors, Council and any other member of WPRS) sends information to the editor of
the newsletter, Horst Bathon, whose work for ‘Profile’ depends mainly on your
contributions. Itis an often heard but wrong argument that your news is not of interest to
other WPRS members. | would like to encourage you to send Horst not only all your
activity reports, but also any note, remark, personal opinion and statement that could be
of interest for our stakeholders. | thank you for your future contributions!

Franz Bigler
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CONVENOR'S HANDBOOK

The intention of the handbook is to give guidance to Convenors of IOBC/WPRS Working
Groups and Commissions to many questions occuring when leading a WG or a
Commission. The first edition dates back to about 1998. Many thanks to the former
Executive Committee for the excellent elaboration of the Handbook. Since then, the
Handbook was regularly revised. In order to make it even more convenient and easier to
read as well as due to the availibility of a lot of information on the IOBC website
meanwhile, the present Executive Committee has again revised the Convenor’s
Handbook. It is now available on the IOBC website:
<www.iobc-wprs.org/IOBCWPRSHAND_ 2007_07_13_final.pdf>.

The Handbook is an invaluable and helpful tool for managing Working Groups and
Commissions, and we encourage all Convenors to consult the Handbook regularly.

Heidrun Vogt
on behalf of the Executive Committee

Dr. Heidrun Vogt

Biologische Bundesanstalt fur Land- und Forstwirtschaft (BBA)
Institut fur Pflanzenschutz im Obstbau

Schwabenheimer Str. 101

D-69221 Dossenheim (Germany)
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COMMISSIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

Working Group "Integrated Control in Protected Crops,
Temperate Climate” Next meeting: “Integrated Control in
Glasshouses and Outdoor Nursery Stocks”, 21-25 April,
2008, Sint Michielsgestel, The Netherlands

The IOBC/WPRS Working Group “Integrated Control in Protected Crops, Temperate
Climate” will meet on the 21-25 April 2008, in Sint Michielsgestel, The Netherlands. The
meeting will feature 4 days of presentations and workshop discussions on integrated
pest and crop management in glasshouses, and will include a research tour to the most
modern greenhouses with state of the art IPM and the most innovative greenhouse
industry projects. The last day of the meeting (25 April) will be dedicated to the topic
“IPM in outdoor nursery stocks”. Emphasis will be on outdoor IPM-strategies for pest
control, but contributions of IPM-enhancing methods for control of diseases and weeds
are likewise welcome.
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