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The Presidents Page

Twenty working groups and four commissions are presently active under the
IOBC/WPRS, and together they are producing each year ten to twelve Bulletins with a
total of 2000 — 2500 pages. This is a considerable effort and a substantial contribution to
the progress of biological control and to the applied biological sciences at large.
Although publications of the Bulletins are not peer reviewed, they are in general of good
quality and serve the purpose of fast and widespread distribution of new findings among
the biocontrol and IPM community. Editing articles submitted to the Convenors is made
by the convenors themselves, by sub-convenors and by associate working group
members willing to contribute to a higher quality of the Bulletins. Improving articles by
critically reviewing contents and also correcting the English is sometimes an additional
major task for editors, and it is an invaluable help to those colleagues who are not of
native English tongue. This ‘service for free’ is a tremendous effort and time investment
offered to colleagues within the WPRS. Each Bulletin is the final result of joint efforts of
Working Group/Commission members, editors and the Publication Commission, and it
proves the strong will to spread novel information and knowledge generated and
aggregated within the IOBC/WPRS. All those who contribute to the continuous release
of WPRS Bulletins and to their recognition by our stakeholders deserve a great ‘thank
you’. The Bulletins are the most visible and regularly released products of WPRS and
hence, they have become a ‘WPRS brand’ which needs to be fostered. Improving the
Bulletins to satisfy changing demands of our stakeholders and to better visualise them is
a constant endeavour for the Council. It is a great challenge to find the balance between
a good product at reasonable costs and increasing quality demands of the reader. It was
a clear step forward when the table of contents of each Bulletin became accessible on
the WPRS website some years ago. This is not the end yet, and the Council is presently
evaluating possibilities of including all abstracts or even the whole Bulletin on the web
with limited access.

‘Profile’ is the newsletter of WPRS and is published twice a year. The purpose of
‘Profile’ is to inform our stakeholders about on-going activities of WPRS Working
Groups, Commissions and the Council, and to share information on other events of
interest for the members. However, Profile’ can be an attractive tool only if everyone
(Convenors, Council and any other member of WPRS) sends information to the editor of
the newsletter, Horst Bathon, whose work for ‘Profile’ depends mainly on your
contributions. Itis an often heard but wrong argument that your news is not of interest to
other WPRS members. | would like to encourage you to send Horst not only all your
activity reports, but also any note, remark, personal opinion and statement that could be
of interest for our stakeholders. | thank you for your future contributions!

Franz Bigler
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CONVENOR'S HANDBOOK

The intention of the handbook is to give guidance to Convenors of IOBC/WPRS Working
Groups and Commissions to many questions occuring when leading a WG or a
Commission. The first edition dates back to about 1998. Many thanks to the former
Executive Committee for the excellent elaboration of the Handbook. Since then, the
Handbook was regularly revised. In order to make it even more convenient and easier to
read as well as due to the availibility of a lot of information on the IOBC website
meanwhile, the present Executive Committee has again revised the Convenor’s
Handbook. It is now available on the IOBC website:
<www.iobc-wprs.org/IOBCWPRSHAND_ 2007_07_13_final.pdf>.

The Handbook is an invaluable and helpful tool for managing Working Groups and
Commissions, and we encourage all Convenors to consult the Handbook regularly.

Heidrun Vogt
on behalf of the Executive Committee

Dr. Heidrun Vogt

Biologische Bundesanstalt fur Land- und Forstwirtschaft (BBA)
Institut fur Pflanzenschutz im Obstbau

Schwabenheimer Str. 101

D-69221 Dossenheim (Germany)

Tel. 0049 (0)6221-86805-30 (Sekretariat: -00)

Fax: 0049 (0)6221-86805-15

E-mail: H.Vogt@bba.de

|IOBC/wprs
COMMISSIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

Working Group "Integrated Control in Protected Crops,
Temperate Climate” Next meeting: “Integrated Control in
Glasshouses and Outdoor Nursery Stocks”, 21-25 April,
2008, Sint Michielsgestel, The Netherlands

The IOBC/WPRS Working Group “Integrated Control in Protected Crops, Temperate
Climate” will meet on the 21-25 April 2008, in Sint Michielsgestel, The Netherlands. The
meeting will feature 4 days of presentations and workshop discussions on integrated
pest and crop management in glasshouses, and will include a research tour to the most
modern greenhouses with state of the art IPM and the most innovative greenhouse
industry projects. The last day of the meeting (25 April) will be dedicated to the topic
“IPM in outdoor nursery stocks”. Emphasis will be on outdoor IPM-strategies for pest
control, but contributions of IPM-enhancing methods for control of diseases and weeds
are likewise welcome.
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It will be possible to participate in 1) the part of the meeting dealing only with IPM in
glasshouses (21-24 April), or 2) the whole meeting (21-25 April). Expected maximum
costs for these two types of attendance are 1) 500 Euro, 2) 550 Euro. Costs include
meals, conference facilities and excursion. Accommodation will be 145 Euro and double
rooms 185 Euro.

The meeting will be organised like the previous meetings of our WPRS working group,
including sending out the Bulletin to all participants before the meeting. Topics will,
among others, include:

o Integrated pest management in greenhouse crops (ornamentals, vegetables,
nursery stocks)

IPM in outdoor nursery stocks

Banker plants / insectary plants

Pest management in organically grown greenhouse crops

Important and/or new pests; and beneficials

Registration and quality control

New greenhouse technologies and their impact on IPM / biocontrol
IPM-elements (host plant resistance, SOS-signals, etc.)

New ideas are welcome, please contact ANNIE ENKEGAARD

Articles for the “Preceedings” have to be prepared before 1% December 2007. Details for
preparation will be sent to you this autumn. Contributions will be limited to 4 pages
maximum.

Further specifications re. cost for the meeting, application forms, travel instructions, etc.
will likewise be sent to you this autumn and is available on the website:
www.iobcgreenhouse2008.com

The meeting will be restricted to 120 participants, on a first-come, first served basis. To
be placed on the mailing list to receive further details, please contact:
Gerben Messelink, Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture, P.O. Box 20,
2265 ZG Bleiswijk, phone: +31 174 636875, fax: +31 174 636835, email:
gerben.messelink@wur.nl

Local organisers IOBC/WPRS WG Convenor

Gerben Messelink Annie Enkegaard

Pierre Ramakers University of Aarhus

Marieke van der Staaij Faculty of Agricultural Sciences

Wageningen UR Greenhouse Horticulture Dept. of Integrated Pest Management

e-mail: gerben.messelink@wur.nl Research Centre Flakkebjerg
DK-4200 Slagelse

Jeroen van Schelt Denmark

Koppert Biological Systems Tel + 45 89993500, Fax +45 89993501
e-mail annie.enkegaard@agrsci.dk

Anton van der Linden www.agrsci.org/web.agrsci.dk/plb/iobc/

Applied Plant Research iobc_home.htm

Division Flower Bulbs and Nursery Stock
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Working Group “Integrated Control in Viticulture”
Meeting in Marsala (Italy: Sicily), 25-27 October, 2007

Dear Colleagues,

on behalf of the International Organization for Biological and Integrated Control of
Noxious Animals and Plants (IOBC), West Palearctic Regional Section (WPRS), you are
cordially invited to participate to the next meeting of the IOBC/WPRS Working Group on
“Integrated Control in Viticulture”, that will be held in Marsala (Sicily) from 25th to 27th
October 2007.

The meeting is organized by the Section of Entomology, Acarology and Zoology of
the Dipartimento di Scienze Entomologiche, Fitopatologiche, Microbiologiche agrarie e
Zootecniche (SENFIMIZO) (University of Palermo) with Consorzio Universitario di
Trapani.

All technical sessions, both oral and poster, will be held at the facilities of the
“Complesso Monumentale San Pietro” in Marsala on 25" and 26" October 2007. On the
third day, October 27™ 2007, an excursion will take place to show the participants the
“Via del vino”: a few old and historical wineries and some vineyards will be visited to get
in touch with some aspects of Sicilian viticulture.

The conference will cover all aspects of IPM in modern viticulture in relation to
pests, pathogens and weeds.

In this second announcement of the Meeting you will find details about the major
technical points (registration and fee, hotel booking plan, instructions for authors, etc.).

The Organizing Commitee invites all participants to complete the Registration Form
and respect the deadlines.

Please visit our web site at http://www.iobc-wg-viticulture.org for regular updates
and information, and do not hesitate to contact the Administrative (info@iobc-wg-
viticulture.org) or organizers (ragusa@iobc-wg-viticulture.org, tsolakis@iobc-wg-
viticulture.org) with any questions or requests for assistance you may require in planning
your attendance at the Meeting.

The registration form should be sent to the local organizers by e-mail (info@iobc-
wg-viticulture.org), before June 30th 2007. You can also do it online (http://www.iobc-
wg-viticulture.org).

Looking forward to meeting you in Sicily,
Yours sincerely,

Local organizers: S. Ragusa, H. Tsolakis
Convenor: G.C. Lozzia
Liaison officer: S. Bluemel

LOCATION OF THE MEETING
The Meeting will be held at the facilities of the “Complesso Monumentale S. Pietro”
located in the center of Marsala.

The meeting will cover the following aspects:
e grape berry moths and chewing insects;
e mites and sucking insects;
e fungal and bacterial diseases;
e physiological diseases;
e side effects of pesticides on beneficials;
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e soil management and weed control;
e biological and biotechnical control methods;
e Dbiodiversity in viticulture.

REGISTRATION AND FEES

Registration will not be processed without accompanying payment of fees. The
registration covers entry to scientific sessions, transport from/to Trapani Birgi airport,
excursion, copy of programme, booklet with abstracts, coffee breaks, lunches, social
dinner and visit to the “Via del vino™.

After June 30
Regular Participants € 200.00
Students (A student card or € 150.00
certificate is required)
Accompanying person € 150.00

Accompanying person fee includes transport from/to Trapani Birgi airport, touristic
excursions, social dinner and visit to the “Via del vino”.

REGISTRATION FORM: www.iobc-wg-viticulture.org.

PAYMENT
— BANK TRANSFER

Dipartimento di Scienze Entomologiche Fitopatologiche,
Microbiologiche e Zootecniche

Bank: Banco di Sicilia

Country: Italy

Account number. 7579

Cin: N

ABI: 01020

CAB: 04663

IBAN: 47N0102004663000000007579

Swift Code: BSILITRRPA1

— CREDIT CARD: you can pay with credit card using the link present in the web site of the
Meeting (http://www.iobc-wg-viticulture.org).

Please make sure that all charges are paid and send a copy of the bank draft or of the
payment by Credit card to the meeting secretariat by fax (0039 091 702 88 82) or mail
(lopinto@iobc-wg-viticulture.orq)

ACCOMODATION

Participants should book their accommodation directly to the Hotels, specifying their
participation to the IOBC Meeting. These prices are available only for the IOBC
participants until 31" July 2007.

The proposed hotels are located at Marsala city, with easy access to transportation
facilities (bus and taxi). A bus transfer will be organized from the more distant hotels to
the IOBC Meeting every morning and afternoon.

Hotels selected by the organizing committee are the followings:
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Hotels Single Double/ Available
Twin rooms for
the IOBC
participants
# New Hotel Palace % www.newhotelpalace.com/ €70.00 € 120.00 25
Hotel Stella d’ltalia  **** www.hotelstelladitalia.it/sito/ €65.00 € 110.00 20
index.html
# Hotel delle Palme %k www.classicahotels.com/ € 60.00 € 90.00 15
hotel delle palme.htm
Hotel Carmine ***  www.hotelcarmine.it €63.00 €90.00 20
# Hotel Villa Favorita  ***  www.villafavorita.com/
Hotel € 55.00 € 85.00 13
Bungalows € 45.00 €70.00 20
# Hotel President *** www.presidentmarsala.it/ €45.00 € 80.00 60
# Hotel Acos ***  www.acoshotel.com/ €40.00 € 60.00 20
Hotel Centrale *  www.hotelcentralemarsala.it/ € 40.00 € 55.00 7

# Bus transfer will be available
Price is in Euro and includes breakfast and overnight, taxes and service charges

PRESENTATIONS

Oral presentations

The time allowed for each presentation is 15 minutes. Power Point presentations are
highly recommended but overheads and slide projectors will be also available if
previously requested.

Posters
A maximum of 120 cm height and 100 cm width.

BOOK OF ABSTRACTS

The book of abstracts will be distributed to the partecipants with the conference bag
during the IOBC meeting.

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE
The official language of the meeting is English.

TRANSPORTATION FROM THE AIRPORT TO THE HOTELS

A bus service from Trapani-Birgi airport to Marsala and viceversa will be available on
October 24", and October 27" — 28", 2007. Transfer will be carried out in groups and
not person by person. — Participants may take also a taxi to the hotels. More information
are available in the Meeting Web site (http://www.iobc-wg-viticulture.org).

Best regards
The local organizers
S. Ragusa / H. Tsolakis

UNIVERSITA' DEGLI STUDI DI PALERMO, Dip. S.EN.FI.MI.ZO.
Sez. Entomologia, Acarologia, Zoologia

Viale delle Scienze, 13

90128 Palermo — Italy

Tel. +39 091 7028814/11, Fax +39 091 7028826

Cell. 320 8397063
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Working Group “Pheromones and other Semiochemicals
In Integrated Production”
Next Meeting, Lund (Sweden), 9-14 September, 2007

You are cordially invited to join the next Working Group meeting in Lund (Sweden),
September 9-14, 2007 "Carl Linnaeus — 300 Years". Our meetings cover the biology and
chemistry of behavior-modifying chemicals of plant and insect origin, and their practical
use in insect control. The focus of the 2007 event is on above- and underground plant
signals.

Insect olfactory space. Plants release hundreds of volatiles, the headspace of
individual plants changes during phenological development and in response to abiotic
and biotic stress. Volatiles from neighboring plants intermix, and the aroma of different
species is composed of partly the same compounds. Most insects require particular
plants of specific age and physiological state as food sources, mating and oviposition
sites. How do insects make sense of noisy multidimensional plant signals to find suitable
hosts?

Underground chemical communication is another current frontier in biology. Roots
contribute to the production of secondary metabolites in the whole plant, and release
compounds into the soil, that have various protective and ecological functions. Many
subterranean herbivores, including insects or nematodes, depend entirely on root
exudates to locate their hosts. There is ample evidence for odor-mediated host
recognition, but the attractant cues remain unknown.

Safeguarding insect control with semiochemicals. Chemical ecology research
makes a vital contribution to insect control. Behavior-modifying chemicals have become
an integrated part of most plant protection programs in industrialized countries. Their use
is now rapidly expanding in threshold countries.

Information on the Lund meeting, including sessions and keynote speakers, will be
regularly updated at http://phero.net/iobc

It's been a while since the e-mail directory of the Working Group has been updated
— please pass the word around. There aren't any deadlines, but we aim to have the
program ready by June.

With Greetings

Peter Witzgall (Convenor of the Working Group)
SLU

Box 44, 23053 Alnarp (Sweden)

phone +46 (0)40-415307

http://www.phero.net http://www.ice3.se
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|IOBC/wprs Study Group
“Integrated Control of Plant-Feeding Mites”

The first meeting was held in Jerusalem, Israel, from March 12-14, 2007, with about 50
participants, coming from Africa, Europe, North and South America and the Middle East.
The meeting started out with an intimate social, Sunday evening, March 11. Keynote
speakers were MARCUS KNAPP (exploration for natural enemies to control the invasive
Tetranychus evansi), JAY ROSENHEIM (additivity in mite-plant and predator-mite
interactions) and RICHARD GREATREX (compatible acaricides for IPM).

Mites are small arthropods that often “get lost” among their larger insect cousins.
The aim of this group is to bring together students, researchers and company
representatives and focus on all aspects of integrated and biological control of plant
feeding mites, in order to discuss approaches that can be taken to increase control
efficacy. We feel that we accomplished our goal with a wide range of talks covering:
crops from orchards to open field to greenhouse; various control methods — acaricides,
microbial, predators, symbiont modification and transgenic plants; and mite-plant
pathogen interactions, mite systematics and quality control production of natural
enemies.

We are pleased to announce that the Council has elevated our Study Group to a
Working Group. The next meeting will take place in 2009, in Italy (contact: SAURO SIMONI
— sauro.simoni@isza.it) and ERIC PALEVSKY (palevsky@volcani.agri.gov.il) will be the

next Convenor. The Bulletin from the first meeting will be available to attendees or for
purchase soon.

R
e h 55 ™ e

B e i s WSS
Participants of the first Meeting in Jerusalem, March 12, 2007

E=ET R

Convenor: Phyllis G. Weintraub
Scientific Committee:  Uri Gerson, Eric Palevsky

16



|IOBC/wprs WG
“Pesticides and Beneficial Organisms”
Forthcoming Meeting 10 — 12 October 2007

This year's meeting of the WG “Pesticides and Beneficial Organisms”takes place from
10 — 12 October 2007 in Berlin-Dahlem (Germany) at the Federal Biological Research
Centre for Agriculture and Forestry (BBA), Konigin-Luise-Stralte 19.

Treated subjects are:

e Procedures to test side effects of pesticides / control methods on important
beneficial organisms. All testing tiers, but especially extended laboratory, semi-field
and field tests.

Presentation and discussion of new or optimized methods; completion of sequential
testing schemes. Please consider IOBC standards.

e Test methods for special plant protection products, e.g. IGRs, soil-incorporated
granules or seed dressings, special use patterns

e Implementation of results from side-effect tests into IPM

e Duration of effects (natural substrates, exposure under realistic conditions, aged
residues) and implementation into IPM

e Fieldtests: Test design, sampling techniques, statistics; extrapolation of field studies

to different regions, different crops: Is this possible?

Side-effects of pesticides in glasshouse crops.

Side effects of biological control agents (e.g. Bt, fungi, viruses)

Sublethal effects of pesticides, methods, significance and acceptability

Comparison of results between species and biotypes

Comparison of results from laboratory, extended laboratory, semi-field and field

tests; extrapolation laboratory - field

e Other topics related to side-effects

Election of a New Convenor

As the 10 years period under the actual convenorship of Dr. HEIDRUN VOGT is ending in
2008, the election of a new convenor will take place during the Berlin meeting. No-
minated as her successor is Dr. JEAN-PIERRE JANSEN, Centre wallon de Recherches
Agronomiques (CRA-W), Département Lutte biologique et Ressources Phytogénétiques
- Unité de zoologie, Gembloux, Belgium. JEAN-PIERRE JANSEN has many years of
experience with ecotoxicological studies with beneficial arthropods and their integration
in integrated plant management. He has an excellent affiliation with the WG due to his
regular attendance of the meetings. He is also involved in the evaluation of the
“Pesticide Registration Dossier — Part: Beneficial Arthropods” for the Belgian Health and
Environment Federal Public Service.
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Please check the IOBC website for further and updated information about the
meeting.

If you have questions or suggestions concerning the meeting, please contact the
Convenor or the Local Organizer:

WG Convenor Local Organizer

Dr. Heidrun Vogt Dr. Barbara Baier

BBA, Institute for Plant Protection BBA, Institute for Ecotoxicology and

in Fruit Crops Ecological Chemistry in Plant Protection
Schwabenheimerstr. 101 Konigin-Luise-Str. 19

D-69221 Dossenheim D-14195 Berlin

Germany Germany

Tel.: +49(0)6221/86805-30 Tel.: +49(0)30 8304 2356

Fax: +49(0)6221/86805-15 Fax: +49(0)30 8304 2303

E-mail: H.Vogt@bba.de E-Mail: B.Baier@bba.de

IOBC/wprs Working Group

"Induced Resistance in Plants against Insects and
Diseases"

International Workshop PR-IR 2007

From May 10-14, 2007 the Joint International workshop on "PR-proteins and Induced
Resistance against Pathogens and Insects" was organized in the Conference Center
"Zonheuvel" in Doorn, the Netherlands. The meeting was a joint event of the IOBC/wprs
Working Group "Induced Resistance in Plants against Insects and Diseases" and the
"PR-proteins Workshop", an international workshop held regularly with scientists working
on PR-proteins. An explicit aim of the meeting was to promote a multidisciplinary
approach to plant-attacker interactions, from molecular genetics to ecology. At the
meeting scientists were together with a joint interest in the responses of plants against
different types of pathogens and arthropod pests. The workshop covered fundamental
as well as applied aspects. PhD students and post-docs were specifically encouraged to
join the meeting, as this workshop was excellently suited for informal discussions with
experts in the field. There were sessions on: (1) PR-proteins and inducible resistance,
(2) signal-transduction in induced resistance, (3) molecular biology and ecology of
induced resistance and (4) application of induced resistance in crop protection.

A total of 154 scientists attended the meeting, 43 of which were PhD students. The
meeting was a nice mix of nationalities from Belgium (6), Canada (1), Czech Republic
(1), Denmark (4), Finland (2), France (9), Germany (31), ltaly (3), Japan (1), the
Netherlands (51), New Zealand (1), Poland (1), Russia (2), Spain (12), Switzerland (7),
UK (7), and USA (12). The book of abstract can be downloaded from:

http://www.bio.uu.nl/~fytopath/PR-IR2007.htm.
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|IOBC/wprs Working Group
“GMOs in Integrated Plant Production”

The WG has held its third EIGMO (Ecological Impact of Genetically Modified Organisms)
meeting from 23-25 May 2007 in Warsaw, Poland. The local organizing committee was
chaired by ZBIGNIEW T. DABROWSKI from Warsaw Agricultural University.

The meeting was a great success with a total of 70 participants from 18 countries
attending. The program consisted of 29 oral contributions and 20 posters plus five
keynotes:

ANDRZzEJ ANIOt (Plant Breeding and Acclimatization Institute, Poland): Research, politics
and farmers' needs for GM crops in Poland

STEVEN E. NARANJO (USDA-ARS, Arizona, USA): Integrating GM crops in IPM with
emphasis on biological control systems

MARK SEARS (University of Guelph, Canada): Risk assessment of non-target arthropods:
the monarch butterfly and Bt maize pollen — a retrospective view

ALISON HAUGHTON (Rothamsted Research, UK): The impacts of novel management on
ecosystem dynamics; tales from the UK Farm Scale Evaluations of GMHT crops

JUAN FERRE (Universitat de Valencia, Spain): Exploring the potential of corn borers to
develop resistance to Bt-corn in Europe

A section of the meeting was devoted to a special WG activity on “Non-target risk
assessment and regulation”. This special activity had been launched during the last WG
meeting in Lleida, Spain, in June 2005. The aim of this activity is to develop science-
based, rigorous and pragmatic non-target risk assessment procedures for transgenic
insecticidal crops with particular emphasis on terrestrial arthropods. This initiative
involves scientists from diverse institutions including public research institutes, the
agricultural biotechnology industry, representatives from regulatory agencies, and a
commercial testing laboratory. The outcome of this activity was presented by three
speakers and discussed with all meeting participants. The outcome of this activity and a
protocol of the discussion will be published in the IOBC/wprs Bulletin with the
contributions from the WG meeting. The approach that is proposed had been presented
at the 9th International Symposium on the Biosafety of Genetically Modified Organisms,
24-29 September 2006, Jeju Island, South Korea (http://www.isbr.info/symposia/) and at
the EFSA Scientific Colloquium 8 entitled “Environmental Risk Assessment of
Genetically Modified Plants — Challenges and Approaches”, 20-21 June 2007, Tabiano
(PR), ltaly
(http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/colloquium_series/Colloquium_8_gmo.html).

This special activity is going to continue. Future activities will focus on the definition
of criteria for non-target species selection and on the development and harmonization of
non-target testing protocols.

The next full meeting of the WG is planned for the first half of 2009. The discussion with
potential organizers has been initiated and the location and dates will be announced as
soon as possible.

Jorg Romeis
Working Group convenor
Agroscope Reckenholz-Tanikon Research Station ART, Zlrich
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IOBC/wprs Working Group “Integrated Control in
Protected Crops, Mediterranean Climate”,
Next meeting in Crete (Greece), 2009

Next meeting of this working group will be organized by our Greek colleagues leaded by
Dr. Dionyssios Perdikis from the University of Athens. The meeting will be held in the
spring of 2009 at Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania (MAICh). This is one of
the most beautiful cities of Greece which is located at the north-eastern part of Crete
(see also http://www.chania.gr/ http://www.crete.tournet.gr/ http://www.info-creta.gr
http://www.creteisland.gr/ http://www.click.gr/). The Institute is located 3 km south-east
of the city centre and 13 km from the airport. It is well communicated with Athens since
there are several flights per day.

In the excursion day we will visit important agricultural areas with protected crops
located east of Chania and in Heraklion (central Crete) and possibly also the famous
ruins of Knossos, the ancient capital of Crete. | encourage those of you interested in this
meeting to keep in mind these dates.

Convenor Local organizer:
Dr. Cristina Castané Dr. Dionyssios Perdikis
IRTA Agricultural University of Athens
Ctra. de Cabrils, Km 2 Laboratory of Agricultural Zoology
E-08348 Cabrils (Barcelona), Spain and Entomology
Tel. +34 93 7507511 lera Odos 75, 11855, Athens, Greece
Fax: +34 93 7533954 Tel: 0030 210 529 4581
e-mail: Cristina.Castane@irta.es e-mail: dperdikis@aua.gr

IOBC/wprs Working Group “Biological Control of Fungal
and Bacterial Plant Pathogens”

10" meeting, 9-12 September 2008, Interlaken (Switzerland)
of the phytopathogens group:

Tools for understanding and improving biocontrol

9-12 September 2008; Interlaken, Switzerland (The meeting will start the evening of
September 9, followed by 3 days for scientific sessions and excursion).

Intensive research is aimed at understanding the complex interaction of biocontrol
agents (BCAs), plant pathogens, plants and the surrounding environment. Bringing
BCAs to the field scenario is also experienced by many research teams and feasible
biocontrol systems are established in many areas. Significant advances have been
made in the understanding of mechanisms of biocontrol thanks to the application of
molecular biology tools. The application of this know-how allows improvement of the
BCA and aids to improve the implementation of biocontrol. In the recent years a clear
trend from an empirical screening and application of BCA to a rational approach is
visible. The focus of this meeting will be on the rational approach to develop BCAs and
their implementation in successful control strategies. Furthermore the meeting will
provide an overview of plant disease biocontrol systems as well as the important role of
innovative and molecular tools can play in biocontrol, and offer a current perspective on
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